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Paul Valery says somewhere: A poem is never finished , it
is abandoned in despair . The same can be said of some
works of philosophy . I have more than once, when I have
finished a book and finally sent it off to the publisher , had
the feeling : " If only I could rewrite it from the beginning ,
now that I know how it should be done!" Well with this

book I actually did rewrite it from the beginning . Some
years ago I had finished the draft and had it accepted for
publication , but then I decided to rewrite the whole thing .
I eliminated some chapters altogether , added others, and
rewrote several of those that remained . Now that it is

going off to the publisher I still have the same feeling : " If
only I could rewrite it from the beginning . . . ."

In part because of this extensive history I have had
more helpful comments on this material than is usual ,
and I am even more indebted than usual to my students
and other critics . This material has been the subject of semi-

nars I gave in Berkeley as well as many lectures in North
America , Europe, South America , and Asia . It was the
subject of a symposium at the Wittgenstein conference in
Kirchberg , Austria in 2000, and four of the chapters were
presented as the Nicod lectures in Paris, and as the Tasan



Memorial Lectures in Seoul, Korea. An earlier version of

this draft , incorporating most of the first seven chapters,
was the recipient of the Jovellanos International Prize in
Spain and was published in Spanish as Razones Para
Actuar by Ediciones Nobel in 2000. I owe a special debt of
gratitude to my Spanish translator , Luis Valdes. Work on
this material actually began over fifteen years ago when
Michael Bratman invited me to address a conference on
practical reason. I am indebted to Michael and the other

conferees for their criticisms . I am grateful to Chris Co-
well for preparing the index, and to the many people
who read and commented on portions of the manuscript ,
especially Robert Audi , Guido Bacciagaluppi, Berit Bro-
gaard-Pedersen, Winston Chiong , Alan Code, Boudewijn
de Bruin , Jennifer Hudin , Christine Korsgaard , Josef
Moural , Thomas Nagel, Jessica Samuels, Barry Smith,
Mariam Thalos, Bernard Williams , Leo Zaibert , and most
of all to my wife , Dagmar Searle, to whom this book is
dedicated.
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